
Emerging Trends in Data Dissemination

Alan Smith OBE
Data Visualisation Centre, UK Office for National Statistics

United Nations Regional Workshop
Amman, Jordan September 2013

@theboysmithy

Wednesday, 11 September 13



time

visibility

Emerging Trends and the Gartner ‘Hype Cycle’

time

visibility

technology
‘trigger’

peak of inflated
expectation

trough of
disillusionment

slope of
enlightenment

plateau of
productivity

BIG DATA

WEBSITE

Wednesday, 11 September 13



?meet and anticipate user needs
(or else...)
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Emerging Trends in Content
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From Print to Web

Koenig’s steam press, 1814 
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Content: Visual, Personal and Social
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Towards mobile content

Apple has sold over 500 
million iOS devices (2013)

71% of 16-24 year olds 
online via mobile devices 
(UK, 2011)

45% of all UK internet 
users went online via 
mobile devices (2011)
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“HTML5”
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30%
traffic to media websites from tablet/mobile device
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Proprietary Apps (iOS and Android)
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New opportunities for presenting statistics
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Case Study: Census in England & Wales 
Using content to increase audience
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Content syndication - UK Census example
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+1,000%
increase in page views compared to traffic via statistics.gov.uk
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“Visual, personal, social...”
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Thank you
ششككرراا
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